
JANUARY 2018 UPDATE: MARK RICH AND CYNTHIA 

HOLDER RICH 

In Tanzania for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Serving with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania 

HAPPY 2018! We are grateful to be in touch with you and to 

share news of the end of 2017 and the beginning of this new 

year. 

Both of us were busy teaching right up to Christmas, which 

falls in the middle of a semester. We have been giving and 

grading midterms and preparing our graduate students for field 

research and thesis completion, which takes place in the second 

semester. Cynthia’s Research Methodologies students have all 

submitted titles and are drafting their first chapters, and 

students in the Introduction to Christian Education class, 

who’ve been studying models of education all semester, will 

teach in class in small groups, the big project for this class, 

beginning this week. Cynthia’s supervisees are making 

progress as well. Mark is enjoying his Theology of Religions 

class, taking students to visit mosques, temples, and have 

conversations with faith community leaders in Arusha’s diverse 

religious scene. He is also busy with his third-year Systematic 

Theology class, building their understanding of the Trinity out 

of a deep reading of Jesus’ mission. His second-year Synoptic 

Gospels and Acts class just completed their midterm exam, 

which they insisted they should take their first day back from 

Christmas break. Time will tell how that works out! 

The Faculty of Theology is engaged in review and revision of 

the Curriculum for the Bachelor of Divinity degree program, 

which prepares students for ordination and pastoral ministry in 

the ELCT. We’re both pleased to take part in this process. 

Theological education in Tanzania is different in many ways 

from the model we know in the US. We’re both learning a lot 

as we work with colleagues on this important work. 

We celebrated Advent, Christmas and Epiphany as summer 

began here in Tanzania. With our loved ones in the US, we 

made plans to find wonder and awe in a place far away from 

home. We’re grateful for new friends in this place with whom 

to worship and celebrate. Advent was marked with preaching 

and leading worship, reading seasonal devotions and stories, 

watching movies of the season, and rich moments with friends, 

students and colleagues in worship, fellowship and celebration. 

We enjoyed a quiet Christmas and a couple days away, and a 

wonderful celebration of Epiphany with friends and colleagues. 

We enjoyed welcoming international students from Germany, 

Rwanda, Uganda, Malawi, the Gambia and Zambia, many of 

whom do not go home for the holidays, to our home for 

Christmas tea. It was great to get to know these students a bit, a 

number of whom are here on scholarship from the ELCA or 

Lutheran World Federation. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

 
Tumaini University Makumira 

International Students at our Christmas Tea 

 
Preaching on Christmas Eve 

 

 
 Epiphany celebration - friends, food, and song 



As 2018 begins, we are working toward the World 

Council of Church’s upcoming meetings in Tanzania. 

The Global Ecumenical Institute of Theology (GETI) 

will bring 120 theological students from across the 

globe to the campus of Tumaini University Makumira, 

for three intense days of worship, fellowship, and 

education. We serve on the local planning team, and are 

busy with many projects and details. 

The GETI is a companion event of the WCC 

Conference on World Mission and Evangelism 

(CWME), which will be held at a local lodge near 

campus. All GETI students will take part in CWME, 

continuing to learn about global ecumenism and 

mission and evangelism in the world, and sharing their 

insights with a group of 800 global Christian leaders. 

We will serve as Missiological Advisors at the CWME. 

We’re looking forward to learning much and sharing 

what we have learned through our years of service in 

the US and abroad. IF YOU ARE COMING TO 

GETI OR CWME – PLEASE BE IN TOUCH! 

One of our tasks is finding ways to recycle plastic 

bottles used. Tap water is not safe to drink here in 

Tanzania, so bottling is necessary. Most bottles are not 

recycled and become trash, creating a host of problems, 

environmental and otherwise. We went on a hunt and 

found two organizations. Shanga Gift and Workshop 

(shanga.org) provides employment and job training for 

adults with disabilities, a great gift shop, and recycles 

many things – just not plastic! We were happy to find 

Shanga and to have a place to recycle paper, cardboard, 

aluminum and glass – and then, after much searching, 

to find Dunia Designs (duniadesigns.org), which makes 

furniture out of recycled plastic. Everything in this 

picture (→) began as a bottle, and all bottles at GETI 

will go to Dunia. 

We’d love to hear your thoughts on what we share, 

have you visit our Facebook page (M&CinTZ) and blog 

(MandCinTZ.com), and think about joining this journey 

with us. Thanks be to God for the good people of First 

English Lutheran Church, Wapakoneta, OH, and 

Pastor Neil Brady for sponsoring us! If you’d like to 

join the growing group of people and congregations 

supporting us, please be in touch! If you’d like to come 

and see what God is doing here in Tanzania and at 

Tumaini University Makumira – drop us a line! Thank 

you for walking with us in prayer and fellowship across 

the miles.  

Epiphany blessings, 

Cynthia Holder Rich (Cynthia.HolderRich@elca.org) and Mark Rich (Mark.Rich@elca.org) 
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