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Greetings from Tanzania! As we write you, the final day of 

our first semester here is drawing to a close. We have been on 

an amazing journey of teaching and learning. We have 

known bumps and unexpected twists and turns on the road, 

and God’s grace has permeated our days and colored each 

experience. This month, Cynthia shares teaching stories; 

Mark will share next month. 

 

 Students in Intro to Christian Education gathered in small 

groups to plan and teach a class session (pics of some of 

these on the left). Each group chose a Bible text, an age 

group and a context for which the educational session was 

planned. Games, songs, art, and nature featured in the 

lessons, along with lecture, discussion, questions and 

answers. 

 In teaching I Corinthians 11:23-26, one group talked of 

the sacrament, naming reconciliation, forgiveness, 

community and healing as gifts received at table – and then 

asked students to reflect on rituals used to reconcile people in 

their home communities. One student’s story in particular has 

stayed with me. 

 “In my village, reconciliation takes place through 

communion – not holy communion, but still, I think it’s 

communion, or it’s like communion. If two people, or two 

families, have a problem, everyone in the village will gather 

and prepare a feast. The meal always includes a special stew 

of goat meat and bananas.” (at this news, other students 

nod—goat and bananas feature in many special meals in 

Tanzania) “And also beer, made from millet. The two people, 

or two families, come to the table together, and discuss their 

problem in front of the community—whether it is a murder, 

or a rape, or a theft, or something else—and eating and 

drinking together helps them to reconcile. It’s not holy, 

‘cause there’s beer,” (lots of laughter—alcohol is strictly 

prohibited in the ELCT) “but still, it feels like communion.” 

 I have pondered this story of communion transcending 

difference and injury at the community level for weeks, as I 

reflect on the damage done in denominations, congregations, 

communities and nations when people cannot—or will not— 

reconcile their differences. What would happen, I wonder, if 

every community had a ritual to which all agreed and were 

bound to take part to move toward reconciliation? Of course, 

as in all human activities of life, there is potential for abuse 

and many ways this can go awry. And I agree with my 

student – this feels like communion, and it feels holy, too. 

 

 



I have greatly enjoyed teaching the graduate Research Methodologies class this semester. Students at 

the graduate level at Tumaini have been chosen and sent to study by their dioceses, who look forward to 

them taking up leadership roles upon graduation. In the class, we’ve reviewed the University’s requirements 

for thesis work, explored research methods and strategies, shared about ethics in ethnographic research, and 

everyone in the class has gained a beginning understanding of the research areas of their fellow students, all 

of whom have been presenting their work. 

One student is writing about unsuccessful work in his diocese over more than two decades in what 

the ELCT calls a “mission area”, what many in the US would call an effort toward new church development. 

His first chapter outlines the history of this work in brief, detailing personnel failures, a lack of funding 

support, and decisions made by the government that have hindered the work – a narrative that would find 

echoes in many places in the US. The history also includes some factors unique to this context that have 

increased the difficulty of evangelistic success. Residents in the area share stories of centuries of kidnapping 

and capture of locals, who were marched through the community on their way to Zanzibar, where they were 

shipped out to the European and American slave markets. These stories, rehearsed and alive with continuing 

impact centuries later, salt the ground on which the Gospel is trying, so far mostly in vain, to take root.  

Another is researching the local 

understanding and worship of a monotheistic 

God known to his people—a God the 

missionaries who arrived in the 19th century 

shared was NOT God. They shared that 

instead, the God they, the missionaries knew—

this God was God; so, people must turn from 

their One Creator God to worship another One 

Creator God. Starting from the theological 

understanding that there is one God and only 

one God, this student argues that there are not 

two Gods, but only One God, and that the 

name and the rituals his people use to worship 

have been revealed to them by this God, just as 

the name and rituals to worship the same God 

were revealed to Moses in Exodus.   

I am learning so much from these 

amazing students–all of whom write master’s 

theses of around 100 pages in a language that 

is at least their third (their mother tongue, 

Swahili learned in school, and now writing in 

English). Teaching them and learning from 

them is making me a better, more thoughtful 

and effective educator.  

Work continues toward the World 

Council of Churches Global Ecumenical 

Theological Institute and Conference on World 

Mission and Evangelism, to be held here in 

early March. We’re grateful to be involved, 

busy with many details—and sometimes we go 

out to dinner with interesting people! 

We so appreciate your cards, letters, 

emails, and messages of support and prayer. We could not do this work without your support! Thank you! If 

you or your congregation are interested in exploring one-time or ongoing support for our ministries and 

ELCA Global Mission – please be in touch! Until next month, blessings to you all. 

Peace in Christ, Mark Rich (Mark.Rich@elca.org) and Cynthia Holder Rich (Cynthia.HolderRich@elca.org)  

Prof. Amélé Ekue from WCC visits Tumaini University

Committee members planning the CWME from Jamaica, Canada, 

Scotland, Tonga, Uganda, Togo, and Switzerland gather at a local 

restaurant for food and fellowship.
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