
APRIL 2018 MISSION UPDATE MARK RICH AND CYNTHIA HOLDER RICH 

In Tanzania for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Serving with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania 

 

 

Happy Easter! Christ is Risen! 

It was our honor to participate in the WCC  

Conference on World Mission and Evangelism, 

held 20 minutes away from our campus at Ngurdoto 

Mountain Lodge, one of the few Tanzania venues 

large enough to host the 1300 delegates and guests 

of the Conference. This was the largest ecumenical 

gathering of Christians in the world this year. 

   These conferences have been very important in 

the history of world Christianity. The ecumenical 

movement was born out of these conferences, 

around 100 years ago. The scandal of divided 

Christianity was first raised up in these conferences, 

because the foolishness of divided Christianity 

became so painfully obvious in the light of the 

world mission movement. 

   Following the huge disaster of the two World 

Wars, it became painfully obvious that the churches 

had to work together more than ever since the 

beginning of the Church. The World Council of 

Churches was founded after WWII out of this 

missionary movement. 

The conference gathered together Christians from 

all over the world. In addition to plenary addresses 

and workshops, there were very creative worship 

services and concerts. There were several choirs 

from northern Tanzania, along with the drum 
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and dance team from the Cultural Arts Center 

here at Tumaini University, a drama team, and 

a couple Maasai Christian choirs. 

There were painful times at the conference too. 

19th century missions were sometimes done 

destructively and oppressively. Native 

communities were destroyed, and missions 

were sometimes part of that destruction. These 

Christians were also part of this conference, 

ready to tell their stories while also celebrating 

the power of God to bring life out of death, 

despite the efforts of some other parts of the 

church. 

There is much work left for the global church 

to do. The existential threat of global warming 

is continuing and accelerating, and the 

churches have not yet fully addressed this 

civilizational crisis. We also have to overcome 

the deadly struggle against extremist religion 

that has arisen in the last generation. 

More than those, we still don’t commune 

together as Christians. We still cannot come 

together around the sacrament that Jesus gives 

us for our unity. It’s as if his sacrifice and 

resurrection aren’t enough for us. This scandal 

for the whole community of believers calls us 

to prayer and action. 

 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Thanks so much to Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church, Granada Hills, CA and Pastor Megan 

Hunt Fryling for their covenant of support! We 

are always grateful for congregations and 

individuals ready to join us on this journey – be 

in touch if you want to explore opportunities. 

We thank you all for your prayers as we 

remember you all in prayer. We continue 

grateful to be on this journey of mission and 

service to Christ together.  

Eastertide blessings, Mark and Cynthia 
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